PART IV
FUTURE PROSPECTS
CHAPTER XIX
SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC PROGRESS
To many it will appear that the future of India can be discerned as accurately by gazing into a crystal as by the most anxious consideration of her present and her past.    Yet there are few who are not interested in theorising about human society,~-in attempting to trace its various phases to influences which can be perceived to be acting upon it.   And up to a certain point our theories will guide us:  moist heat generally enervates those who live in it: a commercial race is generally progressive : a flesh-eating people is generally more energetic than one which subsists upon vegetable diet,   But the development of nations abounds in eccentricities which discredit our generalisations, and can only be referred to peculiarities of race, or of locality, which are so subtle as to elude our observation,   We are driven from the definite to the vague, as when we conclude that a foxhound hunts by scent and a greyhound by sight, not because they have been taught, but because it is their nature to do so. But, although we may not then forecast the future of a nation as though it were to be entirely the resultant of known causes, we may set in array such causes as we perceive and endeavour to estimate their effective value.
The hopes that may be entertained of Indian progress may conveniently be discussed under two separate headings, according as they concern the social and economic condition of the people or the political status
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